What’s Been Happening
Lockdown 3.0 at St. Enodoc

Update 2021
Invasive Scrub
Scrub removal on the 15th has now been completed. These areas required
intervention as they are becoming massively overgrown with non-native
species and harboring litter. This will be another piece in the ecological jigsaw
puzzle.

Progression
The non-native tree and scrub continue to be evaluated and removed in line
with the S.T.R.I ecology report. This in turn has encouraged indigenous species
to return and enhanced the existing wildlife. We have already seen a
kingfisher occasionally hovering
above the water's surface on the
5th marsh. The sand scrapes that
have been exposed will also be a
haven for the very rare sand
lizards (Lacerta agilis). An extract
from the S.T.R.I. report conducted
by Rowan Rumball BSc (Hons)
MSc MCIEEM Ecologist
“Part of what makes St Enodoc a special place to play golf is the rarity of the
habitat that it is played through, namely the coastal dune system which is one
of the rarest habitats within the UK. The species that rely on this habitat are
also subsequently rare and special species to maintain. Sand lizard is one of
the UKs rarest reptile species as its habitat is limited by the availability of
open sand which is relies upon to lay their eggs safely. St Enodoc has the
pleasure of hosting an isolated population of Sand lizard. These populations
are particularly important to the protection of the species as they are
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genetically distinct from other populations. If repopulation efforts are required
in the future this genetic distinction will be vital to the health of the species.”

12th Health and Safety Resolved Issue
The playability of the hole has historically had an issue with the public
crossing the fairway and being subject to oncoming shots. The decision was
made to reduce the bank on the left of the fairway, this will enable the golfer
to gain visual access of the public who approach the 12th fairway.

Before Intervention

Bank Reduction
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13th Trenain Church Access
This area required some repair and subtle landscaping due to the
concentration of traffic from the public and general golf. The bank and the
immediate adjoining area received some sympathetic shaping and is now
ready to be turfed week commencing 1st February.

Existing Project Report
4th Marsh Area
This area has become grossly overgrown and will require some thinning out in
line with the S.T.R.I ecological report. An extract taken from the report
suggests
“Large area of swamp that has become dominated by Meadow sweet,
Bramble, Willow herb, and Yellow flag. Some Mares tail and Hogweed have
been seen through this area as well. The area is currently unmanaged and
would be very difficult to manage from a golf course perspective. Traditionally
areas such as this would be lightly grazed by sheep or cattle, this would
reduce the nutrient load within the topsoil and open areas for less dominate
species. If left, the slow increase in sediment and lack of disturbance will
allow the growth of large woody species such as Birch or Willow. The next 50100 years could see this area develop into wet woodland. This succession is
not necessarily negative for biodiversity and so the ongoing management of
this area is dependent on the requirements of golf. Through this compartment
the full succession from open water to willow scrub can be seen. From open
water to willow carr extends from the end of the tee embankment out to the
6th fairway. Willowherb, Meadow sweet and common reed are dominate
through this area. The alterations further upstream from this point will
hopefully reduce sediment load and reduce the speed of succession through
this area. The natural sedimentation through here will eventually lead to more
severe flooding during storm events as vegetation matter builds. The easiest
way to combat this build up is the removal of trees and scrub that grow
through the drier areas where removal is possible. This will also maintain the
aesthetics of the wetland and prevent degradation into dense willow scrub.
Recommendation for Management

Start removing wood from the denser willow carr areas of the compartment,
any removal will have to be performed outside of the nesting season. Aim to
remove at most one fifth of scrub and willow every three years, cut material
would normally be left for ecological reasons but here the purpose is to
remove ecological matter.”
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Our ancestors have also shown us the way to progress through the means of
historical photos.

With the removal of the invasive scrub will create a far more sustainable
approach to golf course management.

Scrub management has currently started around the St. Enodoc church. This
has happened for two reasons, to remove an ingress of invasive species and
to inhibit a potential fire hazard near the church incase of a discarded BBQ or
any other incendiary devices.

Once the contractor has finished in the area it will be over-seeded with
fescues and natural species mix.
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3rd Tee Project
The tee complex is settling in well. All grass pathways have had an initial cut
and the rubber matting has been installed.

The main playing surfaces on the tees have been tined and rolled. They will
receive another roll, top-dressed with pure sand and then over-seeded with
fescue. Once temperatures increase a feed will be given to speed up recovery.
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18th Tee New Entry Path
A new path has been installed solely to create a less steep approach to the
existing tee boxes. This will reduce wear caused by golf traffic.

Rubber matting will also be applied to reduce wear and tear

9th New Grass Paths
With the adoption of grass paths throughout the golf course it was decided
that the 9th would receive a makeover. So, we widened the existing path to
the main tee to create an access for the buggies. Now the buggies will be able
to follow the exit route along with foot traffic keeping a consistent flow from
tee to green.
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Holywell Enhancements
5th Tee Project
The 5th tee complex has started to mature well, and the rubber matting will
put into place once other areas have been completed.

Many areas have been cleared of scrub which has exposed existing walls
which enhance the overall look and feel of the Holywell.
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General Maintenance
The Main Surfaces on the Golf Courses
Greens have been tined with an 13mm solid tine, over-seeded and topdressed. This is in preparation for the Spring start up procedure.

Tees have also been tined with an 19mm tine, will also be over-seeded with
pure fescue and dressed in sand.

Fairways have all been hollow tines, overseeded with fescue seed and topdressed with pure sand. They’ve also have had a deep slit tining due to the
excessive rainfall we have had recently.

Once temperatures
increase, they will receive an application of a feed and a wetting agent, then
the weeds will be addressed.
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From myself and my staff on the greens team we wish you
all the very best of health and look forward to seeing you all
very soon.

Scott Gibson
Golf Course Manager
St. Enodoc Golf Club

Telephone : 01208869903
Mobile : 07741908389
Email : scott.gibson@st-enodoc.co.uk
Website : www.st-enodoc.co.uk

